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WHO WE ARE 

Fondazione ISMU ETS is an independent re-
search organisation that since 1993 has been 
promoting and conducting research, studies, 
trainings, projects and dissemination activities 
on multiethnic and multicultural societies, with 
particular attention to international migration and 
migrant inclusion.

Over the years, Fondazione ISMU has become an 
increasingly important and trusted actor on mi-
gration issues, positioning itself as a privileged 
stakeholder in migration and integration gover-
nance vis-à-vis government actors and institu-
tions at Italian and European level, local and re-
gional administrations, public bodies, diplomatic 
and consular representations, international agen-
cies, universities, national and foreign research 
and documentation centers, schools, religious 
institutions, non-profit organisations, businesses 
and business associations, chambers of com-
merce, trade unions, healthcare organisations, 
media and communication stakeholders, mu-
seums and cultural centers.

yy Fondazione ISMU is about research, capacity 
building, training and dissemination;

yy Fondazione ISMU is about planning and 
intervention;

yy Fondazione ISMU is about networking;
yy Fondazione ISMU is about attention to people.

MISSION

Fondazione ISMU has always been committed to 
promoting knowledge as a tool for inclusion and 
dialogue as a driver for recognition of fundamen-
tal rights.

This is why, since 1993, we have been working to:
yy understand migration;
yy promote effective policy responses, 
including;

yy through capacity building;
yy deliver training programmes that can 
facilitate inclusion;

yy disseminate correct information.

To fulfil our mission we recognize the value of 
synergies among actors and collaborate with 
national and international bodies and institu-
tions, local and decentralised administrations, 

healthcare organisations, schools, universities, 
research centers, foundations, libraries and do-
cumentation centers, diplomatic representations, 
non-profit organisations, businesses and trade 
associations.

Fondazione ISMU believes that:
yy understanding the world we live in also 
means studying and analysing causes and 
rationales underlying social phenomena;

yy migration should not be stopped but rather 
governed efficiently towards the wellbeing of 
people and societies;

yy the coexistence and interconnection of 
multiple cultures is an opportunity of the 
global era;

yy the media have a fundamental role 
in disseminating reliable and verified 
information.
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AREAS OF ACTIVITIES

AREAS

26% TRAINING

26% RESEARCH

25% CAPACITY BUILDING

23% DISSEMINATION

Research
Fondazione ISMU conducts high quality studies 
and research on migration according to the stra-
tegic lines identified under the Annual Activity 
Plan and adopting both a holistic approach and a 
multidisciplinary perspective.

The attention to different research methods (and 
more recently new technology too) allows for in-
depth studies that respond to the dynamics of 
migration and its transformations on society. The 
common objective of all research activities is to 
contribute to the better understanding of migra-

tion needed to plan and implement measures that 
concretely enhance the reception and integration 
of migrants, refugees and asylum seekers.

Capacity building
Fondazione ISMU provides constant support to 
institutions at all levels of governance. This ac-
tivity includes consultancy, specialized training, 
monitoring and evaluation, scientific support, 
management support, organization of seminars 
and conferences, and publications.

Training
Fondazione ISMU designs and implements trai-
nings aimed at the different actors involved in 
migration, reception and inclusion. These include 
public or private service providers, teachers, edu-
cators, journalists and communication experts, 
third country nationals, young people, volunteers, 
and students.

ISMU is accredited as training institution both 
by the Italian Ministry of Education and Me-
rit, for training of school staff pursuant to Di-
rective 170/2016, and by the Italian Order of 
Journalists.

Since 2013 Fondazione ISMU has also been re-
cognized by the DITALS Center of the University 
for Foreigners of Siena as an accredited body for 

DITALS tests and courses on Italian as a foreign 
language courses in preparation to the DITALS 
Certification (level I and II).

Dissemination
In line with its mission to foster a positive cul-
ture around migration, Fondazione ISMU has 
been publishing its Annual Report on Migration 
for almost 30 years, offering an evidence-based 
overview of migration in Italy and Europe through 
updates and insights into emerging and pressing 
issues.

Fondazione ISMU also disseminates data and 
results of its research through publications 
available in open access – publications, papers, 
factsheets, reports, guides and tools – as well 
as through conferences, seminars, webinars and 
workshops. It also participates in several scienti-
fic, institutional and cultural public initiatives.
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OUR TERRITORY 

Migration is a global phenomenon. People all 
over the world move to seek protection or impro-
ve their economic and personal condition.

Fondazione ISMU has always paid attention 
to the movements of migrants as well as their 
reception and inclusion in different places. Mi-
gration, by its nature, goes beyond borders and 
so should do the study of this phenomenon. 

This does not mean that the territorial dimen-
sion does not play a key role. On the contrary, 
considering the characteristics of each context 
is fundamental to better understand why pe-
ople move as well as migration and inclusion 
policies, different ecosystems, and relations 
between people.

Based in Milan, Fondazione ISMU works inten-
sively at local and regional level, implementing 
projects and initiatives in different fields and 

collaborating with institutions or civil society or-
ganizations.

The solid and widespread network allows Fon-
dazione ISMU to partner up with key actors at 
national and international level and work beyond 
regional borders. 
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ORGANISATION

President
Gian Carlo Blangiardo

Secretary General
Nicola Pasini

Board of Directors (BD)
The Board of Directors includes representatives 
of the Cariplo Foundation, the Lombardy Re-
gion, the Chamber of Commerce of Milan Monza 
Brianza, Lodi and the San Carlo Foundation.

Scientific Commitee
Vincenzo Cesareo
Nicola Pasini
Ennio Codini
Livia Elisa Ortensi
Mariagrazia Santagati
Giovanni Giulio Valtolina
Laura Zanfrini

SHAREHOLDERS BOARD
Fondazione Cariplo
Regione Lombardia

Camera di Commercio di Milano Monza Brianza Lodi
Fondazione San Carlo

STAFF
Responsible for

• Training
• National projects
• International projects
• Innovation and ICT
• Administration
• Communication
• Secretariat services

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President 

 5 Members
AUDITORS

SECRETARY 
GENERAL

SCIENTIFIC 
COMMITTEE

• President of the 
Committee

• 6 members

SECTORS
• Statistics
• Education
• Legislation
• Economy, Labour and Welfare
• Family and minors
• Religions
• Europe and Third Countries
• CeDoc – Documentation centre

 ETHICAL 
COMMITTEE 

• Code of ethics
• Social impact 

report
• Gender Equality 

Plan (GEP)

PROJECT 
MANAGEMENT 

TEAM
• National projects
• International projects

Monitoring and 
evaluation unit

COMMUNICATION 
AND EVENT UNIT 

• Press office
• Social media
• Events
• Newsletters
• Website
• Publications 

ADMINISTRATION 
AND SECRETARIAT
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WHO WORKS FOR US

11 EMPLOYEES 34 COLLABORATORS 47,5 AVERAGE AGE 75% WOMEN
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% OF MEN/WOMEN

WOMEN 79%

MEN 21%

79%

21%

168 third country nationals

COMMUNICATION 
PROFESSIONALS/JOURNALISTS

LEGAL EXPERTS

EDUCATORS

VOLUNTEERS

LABOUR LAW CONSULTANTS

LOCAL GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS 

STUDENTS

OTHER

HEALTHCARE AND RECEPTION STAKEHOLDERS

TEACHERS/PROFESSORS

0 500 1000 1500

1847

34

102

135

140

149

310

419

575

737

BENEFICIARIES OF OUR ACTIVITIES
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MEDIA AND 
COMMUNICATION 

ACTORS

CHAMBERS OF 
COMMERCE 

AND BUSINESS 
ASSOCIATIONS

CULTURAL 
CENTRES AND 

MUSEUMS

UNIVESITIES 
AND RESEARCH 

CENTRES

NON-PROFIT 
SECTOR

FOUNDATIONS

TRADE UNIONS

MIGRANT 
ORGANISATIONS 

AND COMMUNITIES

NATIONAL AND 
INTERNATIONAL 
INSTITUTIONS*

*European Commission, Ministries, Regional School 
Offices, Prefetturas, Municipalities and Metropolitan 

Cities, schools, CPIAs, International Organisations

STAKEHOLDERS
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OBJECTIVES 

In 2023 the main objectives guiding our action 
across the areas were:
yy expand the knowledge of migration in Italy, 
Europe and globally through research, namely 
by looking at the interconnections between the 
different ecosystems;

yy support institutions at different levels of 
governance and civil society actors through 
capacity building;

yy promote inclusion through training and active 
citizenship initiatives aimed at migrant youth 
and adults as well as non-migrants;

yy contribute to improving the narrative on 
migration through constant and targeted 
communication.

Our activities were essential to achieve these 
objectives while also consolidating the national 
and international network of Fondazione ISMU. 
This network encompasses stakeholders, project 
partners, institutions and migrant communities.

ACTIVITIES

Throughout 2023, the objectives were achieved 
thanks to activities related to research, training, 
capacity building and dissemination.  
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Capacity building
In 2023, the capacity building provided by Fonda-
zione ISMU concerned:

Research
In 2023, the research activity of Fondazione ISMU 
concerned the following topics:

Training
In 2023, trainings focused on three main themes: 
school, social, economic/labour and linguistic in-
clusion; governance policies on migration; migra-
tion-development nexus.

87%

9%
4%

SOCIAL, SCHOOL, ECONOMIC/LABOUR AND 
LINGUISTIC INCLUSION 87%

MIGRATION POLICIES AND GOVERNANCE 9%

MIGRATION POLICIES AND GOVERNANCE 4%

MIGRATION POLICIES AND GOVERNANCE 43%
SOCIAL, SCHOOL, ECONOMIC/LABOUR AND 
LINGUISTIC INCLUSION 26%

FIGHT AGAINST DISCRIMINATION (ETHNIC/
RACIAL DISCRIMINATION, MULTIPLE/
INTERSECTIONAL DISCRIMINATION, 
DISCRIMINATION IN IA)

17%

MIGRATION-DEVELOPMENT NEXUS 9%
INTERCULTURALITY (CINEMA AND CULTURAL 
HERITAGE) 4%

43%

26%

17%

9%
4%

MIGRATION POLICIES AND GOVERNANCE 48%
SOCIAL, SCHOOL, ECONOMIC/LABOUR AND 
LINGUISTIC INCLUSION 30%

MIGRATION-DEVELOPMENT NEXUS 9%

ACTIVE CITIZENSHIP (EMPOWERMENT) 9%
FIGHT AGAINST DISCRIMINATION (ETHNIC/
RACIAL DISCRIMINATION, MULTIPLE/
INTERSECTIONAL DISCRIMINATION, 
DISCRIMINATION IN AI)  4% 

4%

48%

30%

9%

9%
4%
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Dissemination
Publications 

In line with its mission, Fondazione ISMU has 
disseminated knowledge on migration, integra-
tion, interculturality and interethnic coexistence 
through several publications that are also avai-
lable online. These include publications, papers, 
factsheets, reports, training materials and gui-
delines for teachers and stakeholders published 
on the Fondazione ISMU website.

www.ismu.org

In 2023 over 35 publications were published as 
open access or were added to the Foundation’s 
website. 

THE 28TH ANNUAL REPORT ON MIGRATION 2022

Fondazione ISMU published its 28th Annual Report 
on Migration 2022. The publication provides an evi-
dence-based overview of migration in Italy and Eu-
rope through updates and insights into emerging 
and pressing issues. 

The Report is available as open access and has so 
far been downloaded 4000 times.
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AREAS OF ACTIVITIES

In 2023 Fondazione ISMU focused on six thema-
tic areas: inclusion, fight against discrimination, 
policies and governance in the field of migration, 
interculturality, active citizenship, the migration-
development nexus. These themes are in line 
with what Fondazione ISMU has done in its 
thirty-year history in terms of research, in-depth 
studies, support to public and private actors, trai-
nings, monitoring and evaluation.

THEMATIC AREAS BY NUMBER OF ACTIVITIES

32 SOCIAL, SCHOOL, ECONOMIC/
LABOUR AND LINGUISTIC 
INCLUSION

23 MIGRATION POLICIEA AND 
GOVERNANCE

5 MIGRATION-DEVELOPMENT NEXUS

5
FIGHT AGAINST DISCRIMINATION 
(ETHNIC/RACIAL DISCRIMINATION, 
MULTIPLE/INTERSECTIONAL 
DISCRIMINATION, 
DISCRIMINATION IN IA)

2 ACTIVE CITIZENSHIP 
(EMPOWERMENT)

3 INTERCULTURALITY (CINEMA 
AND INTERCULTURAL HERITAGE, 
RELIGION)
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OUR PROJECTS IN 2023

30 projects

INTERNATIONAL 
PROJECTS

NATIONAL 
PROJECTS

Bara ni Yiriwa 
Ministry of the 

Interior

Doposcuola
Fondazione 

Cariplo
Conoscere  
per vivere 

l’integrazione
Ministry of the 

Interior

Sportello di 
consulenza FSE 
di Bressanone

EU

DITALS
Private 
donors

Servizio di 
supporto al 

progetto Closing 
the partecipation 

gap of new 
european

EU

Ci siamo
Regione 

Lombardia

CAPACITyES 
Children Against 
Poverty Awake 

the CITy Education 
System

EU

IAPHP 
Intercultural 

Approach 
Prevent Harmful 

Practices
EU 

Formazioni  
per le scuole

Ministry of 
Education

Diversi  
ma Uguali 
Fondazione 

Cariplo

Famiglia 
ForTe

Regione 
Lombardia

MiWY 4.0: 
Dai banchi 

di scuola alla sala 
cinematografica 

con i film dal mondo
Ministry 

of Education

FA.B! 
Family Based 

care for children 
in migration

EU

NEAR 
NEwly ARrived 
in a Common 

Home 
EU

Thematic report 
on the demand for 

foreign workers 
2023

Italian Union of 
Chambers of 
Commerce

Crescere 
insieme

Ministry of 
the Interior

MilanoAiuta 
Ucraina 

Fondazione  
di Comunità

NEW 
WO.R.L.D.S.

 EU

SPRING 
Sustainable 

Practices 
of INteGration

EU

FREED 
Foster Relations, 

Empower 
Democracy

ECAS

ITACA 
Italian Cities 

Against 
Discrimination

EU

Before  
you go 

Ministry of 
the InteriorLAB’IMPACT 

Piani d’intervento 
regionali per 
l’integrazione

Ministry  
of Labour

REMI 
REti per il 

contrasto alla 
violenza a danno 

dei MInori 
stranieri

Ministry of the 
Interior

Scale-up  
of e-learning 

platform in Italy 
to respond to 

Ukrainian Crisis
UNICEF

European 
Migration 
Network 

Ministry of 
the Interior

Milan sport 
united: Playing 

together for a more 
inclusive society

EU

Osservatorio 
discriminazione 

City 
of Milan

Ponti 
per il futuro 
Intesa San 

Paolo
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FUNDING SOURCES

We conduct our activities thanks to a variety of 
funding sources:
yy institutional activities: mainly financed 
by Fondazione Cariplo and consisting 
of research, training, capacity building, 
dissemination and communication. These 
activities are in line with the mission of 
Fondazione ISMU and the strategic objectives 
defined each year in the Activities Plan in 
cooperation with Fondazione Cariplo;

yy activities financed by public actors: projects 
and services implemented by Fondazione 
ISMU following tenders by actors like the 
Municipality of Milan, the Lombardy Region, 
educational institutions, Ministries and the 
European Union;

yy activities financed by International Agencies: 
projects and services implemented through 
funding from tenders or agreements with 
International Agencies;

yy activities financed by private actors: projects 
and/or services implemented thanks to 
agreements or participation in tenders by 
foundations or other private bodies.

PUBLIC ACTORS 56%

FONDAZIONE CARIPLO 32%

INTERNATIONAL AGENCIES 6%

OTHER PRIVATE ACTORS 6%

56%

32%

6%
6%
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23 RESEARCH ACTIVITIES

24 CAPACIĽY BUILDING ACTIVITIES

23 TRAININGS

856 HOURS OF TRAINING

21 PUBLIC INITIATIVES/DISSEMINATION 
EVENTS

4616 PEOPLE REACHED

703 PEOPLE INVOLVED IN CAPACITY 
BUILDING 

1727 PEOPLE TRAINED

1962 PEOPLE PARTICIPATING IN EVENTS

35 PUBLICATIONS

794 PRESS MENTIONS

4000 DOWNLOADS OF THE 28TH ANNUAL 
REPORT

2023 IN NUMBERS
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Via Copernico 1 - 20125 Milan (Italy) | Tel. +39 02 6787791
ismu@ismu.org | www.ismu.org

Fondazione ISMU ETS is an independent research organisation that since 1993 has been promoting 
and conducting research, studies, trainings, projects and dissemination activities on multiethnic and 
multicultural societies, with particular attention to international migration and migrant inclusion.

Legal name 
Fondazione Iniziative e Studi sulla Multietnicità Ente di Terzo Settore - Fondazione ISMU ETS

Legal status
Fondazione di diritto privato ex art.14 del Codice Civile

Tax code
97128780158

VAT number
04640070969

Address
Via Copernico, 1 20125  Milan, Italy


